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(1) But we have always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity to our
founding principles requires new responses to new challenges; that preserving our
individual freedoms ultimately requires collective action. For the American people can no
more meet the demands of today’s world by acting alone than American soldiers could have
met the forces of fascism or communism with muskets and militias. — Text of Obama’s
Inaugural Address (Fe7eHrf 2013.1.23)
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(4) A whale is no more a fish than a horse is (a fish).
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AN B TRVWDIZCHD TROVDLFRETH D |
> A=BOFEN C=D OREEE2Z 252 EldFE-72< 72\ (A=B OFEE & C=D ORRJEIZZ=IX
RONRERT, A (F7¥7) #B () 2E 5702, FILNIC C#D TH L4 (Z 2 TIEE+
) ZElEEVWICHTERITHD, MR TARB TRVOIX CA D TRVWO EFREET
HDH] EVWHIEWRIZZRY, A=B, C=D DML ERET DI &I D, Eoflo X 52 B=D T
HHGE, BEDIIEKIND, v

=6 - 1R (2008:214-215) Tl

A is no more B than Cis D
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When moreis a determinative or a head of a noun phrase, ... the unit no more (...) than is
synonymous with only as many (...) asin countable contexts or with only as much (...) asin
noncountable contexts:

(7) Paul has no more friends than I have. [*... only as many as ...’]

(8) I have no more money than you have. [... only as much as ...’]

But when moreis an adverb, ... no more(...) thanhas special implications.

Consider:

(9) Rachel is no more courageous than Saul (is).

The sentence implies that Rachel and Saul are not courageous.

No more ... than has the same meaning when more modifies a gradable noun:

(10) She is no more a fool than you (are).
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The rhetorical effect of the construction is not so much to make a comparison as to intensify
the negation. That effect is most obvious when the comparison is absurd.
(11) He’s no more your friend than I'm your mother.*’
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(14) For many people over 50, dry eyes are just another sign of aging, no more a nuisance than
gray hair or crow’s feet.
(The New York Times Sept. 13,
2005)
([KE] FIA4TA4TDLT oD LA, ¥ WAEND T 2D R, )
(15) Backers of such laws point to the more than 80,000 skateboarding injuries reported to
the Consumer Product Safety Commission last year as proof that the activity can be

hazardous. But skateboarding proponents say their sports is no more dangerous than

bicycling.

(The New York Times July 30, 13, 1989)
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(7) Paul has no more friends than I have.
(HETR—MTACGEIT N D08, ZOFUTENENWRLE R UL B, 2T EL IR N)
(8) I have no more money than you have.
(HePZRUTBREF > TVDHN, TOREIITVEVHARLEFELL BV, ZUFELLIE
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(16) According to the rules of reason, a given conclusion is to be deemed true if, and only if, it
flows from a logical sequence of thoughts founded on sound initial premises. Considering
mathematics to be the model of good thinking, philosophers began to search for an
approximation of its objective certainties in ethical life too. Thanks to reason, our status
could --- philosophers proposed --- be settled according to a intellectual conscience, rather
than being abandoned to the whims and emotions of the market square.

And if rational examination revealed that we had been unfairly treated by the
community, philosophers recommended that we be no more bothered by the judgement
than we would be if we had been approached by a confused person bent on proving that two
and two amounted to five. GE7EHH FAMRFIFEARMLIBE 2006.2.26)
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(17) The child first must go through a period of blood-and-thunder adventure, where
superhuman might and right always win at the last minute, before he can graduate to more
sophisticated reading.

There is no more reason to think it will ruin his taste than there is to fear that letting

him creep on hands and knees in infancy will keep him from walking in the more elegant

upright position. (Chart Institute.(1998). Improve Your English in Reading (p.22) .)
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